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Abstract

Background and Aim: The aim was to identify users' search strategies and the rate of using search strategies on
the web.

Methods: It was a practical survey. The statistical population included all the postgraduate students in the first
semester at Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. 95 students were selected by stratified random sampling method.
To gather the data, log files were used.

Results: 13 search strategies were identified which was divided into 5 general categories. Iterative evaluation
strategy in another tab was a new form of evaluation strategy of results. Among all, starting search strategies
were the most commonly used category which were repeated 397 times, and the search results evaluation strate-
gies were ranked afterward, with 321 replications. The category of Simultaneous multiple resource access strat-
egies, with 77 repetitions, were also the least used strategies, but in particular, the recurring exploration strategy,
with 21 repetitions, was the least applicable strategy. Conducting correlation test between strategies showed that
some of Pearson's correlation coefficients were significant. The strongest relationship was between the starting
search strategies and the search result evaluation strategies with a 0.591 correlation coefficient.

Conclusion: The results showed that the majority of students used traditional and simple strategies, such as the
formulation of search terms strategy and the iterative result evaluation strategy, and they used more complex
strategies in few cases. These results showed that the students need to be trained in using strategies.

Keywords: Search strategies, Information-seeking, Web environment, Postgraduate students of Ferdowsi Uni-
versity of Mashhad
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