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Abstract

Background and Aim: This study is set to represent information search process in the se-
lected preschool children in Tehran (namely Mahgol and Taranom) and compare the results
with BAT model.

Methods: This is an Applied and comparative study with qualitative approach based on
grounded theory. Research population was preschool children in Tehran from two different
regions of city. Sampling was done by multi-stage and clustering purposive method. Consid-
ering the context of the society, preschools in two different regions of Tehran were selected.
20 children were selected as a sample of the study. Three groups including children, teachers
and parents were studied.

Results: The results show that information search behavior in Mahgol and Taranom pre-
schools include education, preparing, predictive behavior, curiosity and incomprehension. In
comparison with BAT model, it has education of concepts instead of reading. They have
shown planning, finding, gathering data and organizing behavior in doing research assign-
ments. Defining behavior was rare and there were no evaluating behavior in comparison with
BAT model. Some similar behaviors with BAT model were seen in the second stage. Happi-
ness behavior was seen less than other behaviors. Referencing was seen in the telling stage
and there was little interpreting and integrating. The same behaviors with BAT model were
seen in the third stage.

Conclusion. Educating information search process to preschool children based on BAT mod-
el can enrich children’s skills in research.

Keywords: Information search behavior, Preschool children, Information behavior, Infor-
mation literacy, Bat model, Khanesh.
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