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The active tectonics of eastern Iran, resulting from the convergence of the
Arabian and Eurasian plates and numerous active faults, has caused high stress
concentration, as evidenced by major historical earthquakes such as those in
Tabas (1978) and Bam (2003). This study aims to conduct a fractal analysis of
seismicity parameters and investigate crustal stress heterogeneity in eastern Iran.
To this end, an earthquake dataset of historical and instrumental events with Mw
>4 (1900-2024) was compiled from the ISC and NEIC databases. After filtering
and declustering, the data were analyzed using ZMAP and ArcGIS. The b-value
(an indicator of stress level and the probability of large earthquakes), the D-value
(the geometrical complexity of faulting), and the D/b ratio were calculated
simultaneously and mapped spatially. The results show that the b-value ranges
from 0.8 to 1.1, and the D-value ranges from approximately 1.6 to 2.3. Regions
with low b-values and high D-values, especially along the Nehbandan and Dasht-
e Bayaz faults, indicate high stress concentrations and an elevated likelihood of
larger earthquakes. The total seismic moment of the cataloged earthquakes is
estimated at 3.5x102 N-m, yielding an average annual seismic moment rate of
2.7x10® N-m/yr (calculated by averaging over the available catalog years). The
D/b ratio, regarded as an index of stored energy and stress heterogeneity, exceeds
two in these zones and exhibits a strong correlation with areas of a high rate of
seismic moment release. This pattern implies that an increase in fault geometrical
complexity coupled with a decrease in the b-value signals the crust’s approach to
the rupture threshold. Thus, by emphasizing the significance of the D/b ratio, the
present findings offer a quantitative approach to mapping stress states, fault
structures, and the potential for significant earthquakes in eastern Iran.

Introduction

and Ali, 2024; Zarei et al., 2019) . Due to the Lut

The seismotectonic setting in eastern Iran is
dominated by the active convergence of the
Arabian and Eurasian plates, which is part of the
Alpine-Himalayan orogenic belt. This collision
results in significant crustal deformation, as
evidenced by a network of active faults,
including the Nehbandan, Dasht-e Bayaz,
Doruneh, and Nayband systems (Abdelrahman

Block, which is encircled by these fault zones,
eastern Iran ranks among the country's most
seismically active and structurally complex
regions. Historical and instrumental seismicity
records indicate that accumulated tectonic
stresses in this region have repeatedly been
released through destructive earthquakes, such
as the Tabas (1978, M_s 7.4), Ghaen (1979, M_s
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7.1), and Bam (2003, M_w 6.6) events
(Berberian et al.,, 2000). These catastrophic
earthquakes underscore the region's high seismic
potential and the urgent need for a thorough
seismotectonic assessment (Berberian et al.,
2000). Fractal analysis of earthquakes has
emerged as a powerful tool for investigating the
heterogeneity of stress fields and underlying
faulting mechanisms. Fractals are characterized
by self-similarity over multiple scales and
provide a quantitative means of analyzing the
spatial and temporal distribution of earthquakes
(Turcotte, 1997). Earthquake fractal dimension
(D) describes the degree of seismic
heterogeneity, and Gutenberg-Richter b-value
reflects the stress state of the crust and the
frequency-magnitude relationship of
earthquakes (Gutenberg and Richter, 1944).
Numerous studies have shown that a decrease in
fractal correlation dimension is commonly
associated with increased stress levels and the
occurrence of large earthquakes (Turcotte, 1997,
Wilson et al., 2002). In addition, recent research
on geomagnetic and electromagnetic precursors
suggests that certain pre-seismic signals can be
detected days or even weeks before moderate
earthquakes, emphasizing the predictive
potential of fractal-based approaches.

Materials and Methods

This study uses historical and instrumental
earthquake records from the eastern lIran as
itsmain data source. Data were systematically
collected from the two main authoritative
international  databases: the International
Seismological Centre (ISC) and the National
Earthquake Information Center (NEIC) for the
period from 1900 to 2024 with a minimum
magnitude of Mw > 4. The raw catalog was
carefully declustered to exclude aftershocks and
foreshocks, ensuring that only background and
main seismic activities were represented. The
magnitude of completeness (Mc) was
determined to ensure adequate statistical
reliability of the analysis.

Analysis of Fractal and Seismicity Parameter
The outgoing earthquake catalog was
examined by the ZMAP software package that
was developed for handling seismicity analysis.
The key parameters calculated were: The
magnitude of completeness (Mc) was
determined using the b-value stability method,
where b-value is calculated by progressively
removing smaller events until stability is
achieved, resulting in Mc = 4 (Wiemer and
Wyss, 2000). Additionally, to remove
aftershocks and foreshocks and isolate
mainshocks, declustering was performed using
the Epidemic-Type Aftershock Sequence
(ETAS) model within the ZMAP software. This
algorithm operates based on magnitude-
dependent spatio-temporal windows and non-
stationary earthquake occurrence rates.
e b value: Calculated through a Maximum
Likelihood Estimate method, often in a
moving spatial window to map the variations
in stress (Scholz, 1968).
e D-value (Fractal Dimension): Calculated
using the Correlation Dimension method,
which measures the spatial clustering and
complexity of the earthquake hypocenters
(Perez and Tuckwell, 1993).
o D/b Ratio: This composite parameter was
computed at each grid point as an integral
index of seismic hazard potential, taking into
account both the level of stress and the
structure of a fault. The spatial variations of
the b-value, D-value, and D/b ratio are
visually mapped using the ArcGIS
environment, enabling a direct comparison
to be made with major active fault segments
and known historical rupture zones of the
region.
e The comparison of seismic and geodetic
moment rates provides a robust framework
for evaluating tectonic activity and crustal
deformation in active regions. The seismic
moment rate (SMR) quantifies the rate of
elastic energy release through recorded
earthquakes and is calculated by summing
individual seismic moments over a given
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time period within a defined area. It therefore
reflects the portion of tectonic strain that is
released coseismically along active faults,
but its accuracy is inherently limited by
catalog completeness and the relatively short
duration of instrumental observations. In
contrast, the geodetic moment rate (GMR) is
derived  from  crustal deformation
measurements obtained through geodetic
techniques such as GPS and represents the
rate of ongoing strain accumulation across a
region. Unlike SMR, geodetic estimates
integrate  both seismic and aseismic
deformation, including  fault  creep,
distributed shear, and elastic strain stored on
locked faults. Consequently, discrepancies
between these two rates provide critical
insight into strain partitioning, seismic
efficiency, and the potential for future
earthquake occurrence.

Results and Discussion

Spatial analyses of seismicity parameters in
eastern Iran reveal a heterogeneous crustal stress
regime. The computed b-values range from 0.8
to 1.1, indicating moderate to high differential
stress throughout much of the region. In contrast,
the D-values display greater variability
(approximately 1.6-2.3), highlighting
significant differences in fault-zone structural
complexity and fracture distribution. Two major
zones emerge where b < 0.9 coincides with D >
2.0; these zones align with the Nehbandan and
Dasht-e Bayaz fault systems. Their spatial
correspondence with high-strain fault corridors
suggests that these structures are currently
undergoing substantial tectonic deformation.
From a physical standpoint, a low b-value
generally reflects increased differential stress
and a greater tendency for the system to fail via
fewer, larger earthquakes rather than numerous
smaller ones. Conversely, higher D values
indicate a more fragmented and heterogeneous
medium, which is favorable for strain
localization. Therefore, the co-occurrence of low
b and high D in eastern Iran marks the presence

of critically stressed crustal volumes that have
undergone extensive micro-cracking. The D/b
ratio, a combined index, shows particularly
diagnostic behavior. In this study, D/b > 2.0
consistently delineates the same high-strain
zones identified by the individual parameters.
Furthermore, regions with elevated D/b values
coincide with areas of increased seismic moment
release rates, where rates of 101°-101° N-m/year
have been reported. This convergence of
indicators reinforces the interpretation that the
crust within these corridors is approaching a
rupture threshold. From a seismotectonic
perspective, this pattern represents the evolution
of pre-failure criticality: increasing stress lowers
b, progressive fault-zone damage raises D, and
the D/b ratio increases as the crust approaches
instability. The spatial correlation between high
D/b regions, mapped fault damage zones, and
historical rupture areas further validates this
interpretation. Thus, the present findings
strongly support the use of D/b > 2.0 as a robust
guantitative marker for identifying locations
with the highest potential for large-magnitude
earthquake nucleation in eastern Iran.

Conclusions

The findings of this study provide a coherent and
detailed picture of stress conditions and seismic
behavior in eastern Iran, an area long recognized
for its active tectonics and history of destructive
earthquakes. A combined analysis of the B-
value, D-value, and their ratio, D/B, reveals that
seismicity in this region does not follow a
uniform or predictable pattern. Rather, it reflects
the intricate interplay of regional stress
accumulation, fault geometry variations, and
crustal damage disparities. Along segments of
the Nehbandan and Dasht-e Bayaz fault systems,
the simultaneous decrease in B and increase in D
indicate that the crust is progressively
weakening through microfracturing and moving
closer to mechanical instability. Elevated D/b
ratios in these zones reinforce this interpretation,
indicating areas with an increased likelihood of
large earthquakes. These findings are
strengthened by their clear consistency with
geodetic deformation rates and high seismic
moment release zones previously identified by
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independent datasets. The agreement between
fractal metrics and geodetic observations
suggests that the crust in parts of eastern Iran is
transitioning toward a critical state. Therefore,
integrating fractal parameters with seismic and
geodetic indicators is a powerful, reliable
approach for identifying regions with heightened
seismic hazards. This combined framework
provides actionable insights that can inform
regional hazard mitigation, urban planning, and
the design of earthquake-resilient infrastructure
in one of Iran’s most tectonically active regions.
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Table 2. Fractal dimension (Fractal dimension) of earthquake distribution in seismic zones of eastern Iran (IDW

interpolation, power = 2)

D Value D Value D
1 0.9737 12 1 23
2 0.6 13 1.3584 24
3 1 14 1.2271 25
4 0.9585 15 1.318 26
5 0.9807 16 1.2271 27
6 0.934 17 1.6963 28
7 1.6941 18 0.8492 29
8 1.2721 19 1.2744 30
9 1.3322 20 1.0966 31
10 1.6963 21 1.0732 32
11 1.3584 22 1.4984 33

Value D Value D Value
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1.5806 40 0.817

0.7755 41 1.1755

1.7773 42 0.7966

0.817 43 1.0288
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Table 3. Calculated seismic moment rates at GPS stations in the study area.

Station Name

Longitude Latitude VN (mm/yr) VE (mm/yr)

Khur 55.081 33.769 11.35
Tabas 59.95 33.603 9.79
Birjand 59.255 32.9 7.36
Ferdows 58.181 34.03 8.23
Qaen 59.176 33.74 5.73
Gonabad 58.683 34.373 6.47
Khuf 60.158 34.584 1.46
Kashmar 58.472 35.27 5.69
Fariman 59.842 35.696 2.44
Kadkan 58.878 35.591 2.92
Nehbandan 60.038 31.541 8.39
Haji-Abad 60.009 33.604 2.74
Torbat-e-Heydarieh 59.218 35.346 3.96
Torbat-e-Jam 60.564 35.294 2.82
Dehsalm 59.297 31.196 6.24
Ab-Garm 58.319 32.484 7.09
TOTI 58.531 33.019 7.4
Sarbisheh 59.955 32.578 491
Nowghab 59.937 32.988 4.62
CMCV 57.76 30.537 8.2
Hajat 60.502 31.573 1.64
Shah-Rakht 60.296 33.654 1.58
Nayband 57.397 32.492 8.81
Kerman 57.119 30.277 14.9
Abgin 57.046 31.206 10.9

Geodetic Moment Rate
(mm/yr)

-0.75 3.75148E+17
-1.62 3.75148E+17
-0.26 3.75148E+17
-2.31 1.70793E+18
0.01 1.70793E+18
-1.18 1.70793E+18
-0.52 3.6437E+18
0.26 3.6437E+18
-1.17 3.6437E+18
-3.26 3.6437E+18
1.96 3.6437E+18
-0.66 1.29921E+18
-0.62 1.29921E+18
-0.82 1.29921E+18
1.33 1.29921E+18
0.77 1.29921E+18
-0.68 9.35701E+17
1.06 9.35701E+17
0.86 3.35701E+17
-0.36 7.35701E+17
1.02 5.35701E+16
-0.38 6.35701E+15
-0.92 9.35701E+15
0.36 7.35701E+14
2.3 8.35701E+17
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