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The application of structural analysis to development drivers
facilitates a more nuanced understanding of the developmental
landscape of provinces and enhances regional equilibrium in decision-
making processes. This study examines the ten cities within Ilam
province through a comprehensive assessment of 44 combined
development indicators. Methodologically, this research is classified
as applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical approach,
utilizing contemporary futurology techniques. Theoretical data were
gathered through documentary methods, while empirical data were
collected via surveys. Development drivers were identified through
documentary analysis and environmental scanning, complemented by
empirical data obtained through the Delphi method. Data processing
employed the structural interaction analysis method using MIC MAC
software. Findings from the interaction analysis reveal a dispersion of
propulsive forces within a complex and intermediate context of impact
and effectiveness; the clustering of drivers illustrates the
concentration of both effective and regulatory forces. Among the 44
identified development drivers, the borders of Ilam province and
managerial decision-making processes emerged as significant
effective drivers. The results indicate that development in Ilam
province is characterized by pronounced imbalances, with a trend
towards increasing inequality. It is suggested that only through
improved and more comprehensive planning can these disparities be
partially mitigated.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Development represents the intricate interaction between human beings and their resources
and environment, aimed at achieving excellence and well-being . Broadly, development can
be understood as the transition from a current (unstable) state to a desired (sustainable) state,
resulting in an enhancement of social, political, cultural, and environmental welfare, which
propels human societies toward significant growth and productivity . Regional development,
as articulated in planning literature, seeks to establish a framework conducive to achieving
stable improvements in living standards . This concept, as one of the fundamental dimensions
of development, aims to create a suitable environment for attaining substantial and enduring
enhancements in quality of life. The phenomenon of severe concentration and imbalance is
prevalent in developing countries . In recent years, numerous governments and policymakers
have endeavored to address these regional disparities . Empirical observations indicate that
growth and development exhibit uneven patterns across all nations. Specifically, within both
developed and developing countries, certain regions experience lower levels of growth and
development, resulting in their inhabitants enjoying a suboptimal standard of welfare due to
factors beyond their control . Furthermore, the experiences derived from various development
theories underscore that the attainment of development, regardless of its level or objective,
necessitates principled, efficient planning and precise implementation . Currently, one of the
primary challenges faced by underdeveloped and developing nations is the issue of inequality,
particularly in the geographical distribution of resources and opportunities within regions, as
it pertains to employment, income, and overall developmental facilities .The inflation of
development and growth density, especially in developing countries, can lead to regional
imbalances and inconsistencies, resulting in significant rural-to-urban migration, stagnation in
less developed areas, and exacerbation of regional inequalities . Consequently, the reduction
of spatial inequality and the elimination of economic and social dichotomies have been
recognized as core objectives of development by numerous theorists, including Myrdal (1970)
and Todaro . The unbalanced distribution of economic, social, and other resources across
regions has rendered the necessity for focused development planning increasingly urgent . In
Iran, a notable characteristic of spatial development is the existence of pronounced regional
inequalities, coupled with a lack of regional cohesion and balance. This disparity among
regions constitutes a significant impediment to their growth and development. The expansion
of urbanization, alongside an increasing number of cities, has contributed to the emergence of
an inefficient and fragmented urban system . Consequently, in recent years, the examination
of urban communication and interaction has emerged as a pivotal issue in regional
development . This research stems from my dissertation in the field of regional development
and aims to conduct a thorough investigation of the regional development of llam Province
utilizing rigorous scientific methodologies. llam Province is situated in the western part of the
country, encompassing ten cities and covering an area of 20,195 square kilometers. The
research problem arises from the observation that spatial inequalities in various parts of the
world, particularly in developing nations, have resulted in a spectrum of heterogeneous living
conditions. Furthermore, development is neither uniform across time nor place in these
countries, with certain areas attaining a distinct status relative to others. This study seeks to
analyze the future developmental trajectory of Ilam Province through structural analysis.

Material and Methods
This research is explanatory in terms of targeting as an applied study and methodologically in
a "descriptive-analytical™ manner and based on new futures research methods. Theoretical data
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by documentary method and experimental data have been prepared by survey method.
Development methods have been extracted from documentary studies, environmental surveys
and experimental data based on the Delphi method. The Delphi team was selected using
snowballs. The criteria for selecting experts included theoretical, practical experience,
willingness and ability to participate in research and access to them. In data processing,
structural interaction analysis method has been used in MIC MAC software.

Results and Discussion

Imbalances among development flow zones contribute to the emergence of disparities and
exacerbate regional inequality, which poses significant challenges to sustainable development.
Consequently, an examination of economic, educational, social, and provincial inequalities is
imperative for effective planning and reform initiatives aimed at fostering economic growth
while promoting social justice and restructuring the spatial organization of national and
regional economies. Such analysis influences resource allocation strategies designed to
mitigate regional disparities (Mohammadi et al., 2012: 14). Recognizing and assessing the
conditions of regions across environmental, economic, social, and cultural dimensions
constitutes the initial step in the regional development planning process. This approach
facilitates the identification of bottlenecks and limitations within the areas, thereby enabling
targeted actions to address these challenges.

Conclusion

The results indicate that decisions regarding the implementation of the regional development
plan in llam province are primarily influenced by upstream and government documents,
reflecting a top-down planning approach. Managers of the executive apparatus and experts
acknowledge the significant impact of these documents on land management programs and
the development of low-income areas, viewing the government and central authorities as the
main agents responsible for these changes. Despite decades of effort toward comprehensive
land development, there remains a lack of a consistent and localized strategy for regional
development that effectively utilizes the available resources and capabilities at this level. This
study examines the ten cities within Ilam province through a comprehensive assessment of 44
combined development indicators. Methodologically, this research is classified as applied in
nature and employs a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing contemporary futurology
techniques. Theoretical data were gathered through documentary methods, while empirical
data were collected via surveys. Development drivers were identified through documentary
analysis and environmental scanning, complemented by empirical data obtained through the
Delphi method. Data processing employed the structural interaction analysis method using
MIC MAC software. Findings from the interaction analysis reveal a dispersion of propulsive
forces within a complex and intermediate context of impact and effectiveness; the clustering
of drivers illustrates the concentration of both effective and regulatory forces. Among the 44
identified development drivers, the borders of llam province and managerial decision-making
processes emerged as significant effective drivers. The results indicate that development in
Ilam province is characterized by pronounced imbalances, with a trend towards increasing
inequality. It is suggested that only through improved and more comprehensive planning can
these disparities be partially mitigated.
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