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Shia political Islam, centered in Iran, represents a complex and
evolving phenomenon that has experienced significant transformations
over recent decades. Understanding the future trajectories of this
ideological and political movement is crucial for policymakers,
scholars, and the broader public. This study adopts a futures studies
approach to explore the emerging trends of Shia political Islam within
Iran's political geography. This foresight-based methodology enables
analysis that goes beyond present conditions to outline a range of
possible future scenarios for Iranian politics and society. Employing a
descriptive-analytical framework, the research draws on library and
documentary sources, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative
analysis of historical data, expert interviews, and content analysis of
media and religious texts. The findings suggest that Shia political
Islam in Iran i2s currently undergoing a phase of transformation,
shaped by factors such as demographic shifts, socio-economic
developments, and changing geopolitical dynamics. Based on this
analysis, four potential future scenarios are proposed: the Continuity
Scenario, the Reform Scenario, the Radicalism Scenario, and the
Secularism Scenario. In response to regional and international
challenges, the Islamic Republic of Iran appears to favor a hybrid path
combining elements of the Continuity and Reform Scenarios. This
strategy aims to reinforce religious democracy (republicanism),
safeguard national independence, uphold an indigenous Islamic
identity, and enhance Iran’s strategic and ideological influence in the
Middle East.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Political Islam refers to movements and intellectual-political currents within the Islamic
world that seek to establish Islamic governance grounded in the principles and framework
of Sharia law. In many Islamic societies, political Islam has emerged as a response to the
pervasive influence of modernity, aiming to preserve religious values, community structures,
and cultural identities. A central objective of this phenomenon is the defense of religious
identity against the forces of secularism and Westernization. As such, political Islam has
significantly shaped cultural, political, economic, and even security dynamics across various
regions, particularly in the Middle East and Africa—areas where the absence of a unified
Islamic ideological framework has been increasingly apparent in recent decades. Following

the collapse of the communist bloc, political Islam gained new momentum. This shift
catalyzed some of the most notable transformations in recent history, including the wave of
upheavals across West Asia and North Africa, collectively known as the Arab Spring,
Islamic Awakening, Human Awakening, or Arab Winter—terms that reflect differing
perspectives on these events. Among the various manifestations of political Islam, Shiite

Political Islam in Iran stands out as one of the most influential. Over the past century, and
particularly since the Islamic Revolution of 1979, it has played a pivotal role in shaping
Iran’s political, social, and cultural trajectory. From the Constitutional Movement in the
early 20th century to the present day, this intellectual and political current has engaged in an
ongoing dialogue—and at times, confrontation—with the structures of political power and
the broader social fabric of the country. In today’s context, Iran faces numerous internal and

external challenges, including regional rivalries, economic pressures, social transformation,
and evolving identity discourses. These circumstances underscore the urgency of
understanding the future of Shiite political Islam. Subsequently, using established foresight
methodologies, the research constructs several scenarios concerning the future development
of Shiite political Islam in Iran. These scenarios take into account a range of internal and
external variables, including political, economic, social, and cultural transformations within
Iran and the broader region. Finally, the implications of each scenario will be analyzed in
terms of their impact on Iran’s future, regional stability, and the evolving international order.

Material and Methods

The methodology of this research is descriptive-analytical, utilizing library and documentary
sources, including qualitative and quantitative analysis of historical data, interviews with
experts, and content analysis of media and religious texts.

Conclusion:

Given the complexity and multifaceted nature of Shia political Islam in the geography of
Iran, providing a definitive and comprehensive conclusion is very challenging. However,
based on the research findings and considering the continuity and reform scenarios, which
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are among the most likely scenarios for the future horizon of Shia political Islam in the
geography of Iran, some conclusions can be drawn:

- Continuity of Political Islam’s Influence: Despite various challenges and transformations,
political Islam will remain one of the main forces shaping Iran's politics and society. This is
due to the deep roots of this ideology in Iran's history and culture, as well as its widespread
support among a significant portion of the society.

- Importance of Efficiency: The success or failure of political Islam in the future will
significantly depend on the system's efficiency in solving economic, social, and political
problems. Improving living standards, creating equal opportunities, and combating
corruption are among the factors that can contribute to the system's legitimacy.

- Attention to Regional and Global Developments: Regional and global developments will
impact the future of political Islam in Iran. The competition among major powers,
developments in neighboring countries, and the emergence of new political and social
groups are among the factors that can influence this trend.

- Necessity of Reforms: Structural and political reforms are essential to ensure the system'’s
survival. These reforms should be carried out while preserving the system's core principles
and responding to the needs of the younger generation and societal changes. The new
generation, with different perspectives and demands, will play a crucial role in shaping the
future of political Islam. The interaction between the old and new generations and how
political Islam adapts to the needs of the younger generation will be key factors in
determining the future.

- Importance of Discourse Building: One of the most significant challenges facing political
Islam is maintaining and strengthening its discourse against internal and external challenges.
Creating an attractive and responsive discourse to society's needs can help strengthen the
system's legitimacy. This discourse includes explaining and promoting concepts such as
justice, equality, and human rights from the Shia Islamic perspective. In this regard, media
through television programs, articles, and social networks, andeducation by incorporating
Islamic concepts and values into school and university curricula, can strengthen this
discourse.

- Role of Religious Institutions: Religious institutions will continue to play an important role
in shaping public opinion and supporting the system. Strengthening these institutions and
increasing their participation in major decision-making processes can help enhance the
system'’s legitimacy.

- Importance of Interaction with Other Currents: Interaction with other political and social
currents and creating a space for dialogue and exchange of views can help reduce tensions
and increase nationnal cohesion. Creating a space for dialogue and interaction with other
social and political groups can significantly assist this current.
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