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This study explores the cultural geography and styles of religiosity among
Iranian users on Instagram, with a particular focus on how virtual spaces
shape religious expression. Adopting an inductive approach, the research
utilizes netnography (online ethnography) as a qualitative method.
Instagram pages with religious content and significant follower counts—
managed by influential figures in the religious sphere—were selected as
the study sample. In total, 14 Instagram pages representing diverse
religious orientations were analyzed. The posts, comments, and other
published content on these pages served as the units of analysis, and data
coding was conducted using MaxQDA software. Findings revealed that
after the ritual dimension, the moral dimension was the most frequently
recurring theme. Through analysis, nine distinct types of religiosity were
identified among users, highlighting the influence of virtual geography
on religious behavior and perceptions. Each user embodied a unique form
of religiosity within the “soft cities” of the digital space, shaped by their
environmental context and accumulated spatial experiences within the
religious marketplace of Instagram. Among the dominant types were
ritualistic religiosity, characterized by an emphasis on practices and
ceremonies, and traditionalist religiosity, which aligns closely with
official religious discourse. Other identified forms included rational, self-
referential, epistemic, mystical, mixed, emotional, and fundamentalist
religiosity. These categories reflect the pluralism of religious identities,
values, and behaviors in Iranian society as manifested in cyberspace.
Ultimately, the study underscores the profound impact of virtual cultural
geography on contemporary religious culture and its diverse
manifestations in digital environments.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Cultural geography is a key subfield within human geography that integrates perspectives

from both cultural studies and environmental sciences. It examines how cultural elements—
such as language, economic systems, governance structures, social relationships, and
environmental perceptions—are distributed and evolve across space. Cultural geographers
assert that the essence and structure of culture cannot be fully understood without
considering the environment in which it develops (Pitzl, 2004: 43). Although geography has
traditionally focused on the interaction between natural elements and human activity,
contemporary shifts have led to the emergence of new spatial domains that, through their
connection to geographic extension, present a novel image of geographical space Religion,

as a core component of culture, plays a fundamental role in shaping societal structures. In
many cultures, it is not only a key cultural element but also a driving force that influences
political, economic, and social dynamics (Afzali, 2017: 36).

Material and Methods

This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and with inductive methodological
bases. The research method was netnography or online ethnography in order to extract the
types of religiosity and their components. Netnography, like ethnography, studies people in
the fields, the natural contexts of events, and for this purpose uses tools that record social
meanings and routine activities. In this way, the researcher, by directly participating in the
environment under study, collects data in a systematic way, without imposing meanings on
them from the outside (Bruer, 2000: 6). From this point of view, netnography has
commonality with ethnography in investigating phenomena under natural conditions in order
to achieve deep understanding and discover patterns during the process of inductive analysis.
In this research, to investigate the behavior of users, behavior is considered as an action, and
to investigate the actions of people in the virtual space, we analyze the opinions of the
audience and their comments under religious posts.

In social networks, we are faced with two types of data in the Instagram environment. First,
video and text messages published by active users on Instagram and second, audience
comments and opinions about shared content. In this research, to achieve the desired goal,
we analyze Instagram pages and user comments according to the following:

1. Pages of activists in the field of official religion (approved by the government) and with
topics related to religion that receive the most comments and opinions from visitors; The
official reading of the religion. Among the pages of Dr. Rafiei's Hojjat-ul-Islam, Hojjat-ul-
Islam Ali, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Hojjat-ul-Islam Panahian.

2. Activists' pages with topics related to religion that are not related to the official religion
and the most conflicting opinions can be seen in the visitors' comments; Difference of
opinion in the field of religion. including Hojjat al-Islam Zairi and Hojjat al-1slam Aghamiri.
3. pages of activists that are contrary and in conflict with the official religion that are not
approved by the government; such as the pages related to the mysticism of the ring and so
on.
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4. Pages of social activists with a religious approach, such as Kamil Nizafati.

5. Pages where the source of providing religious content is not known and any religious
content is posted on these pages without a valid document. Such as the pages of Solouk-e-
Shieh, Bagh Dua, Khoda yani.

Results and Discussion

The identification of 9 types of religiosity, which included mystical religiosity, traditionalist
religiosity, rationalist religiosity, self-referential religiosity, fundamentalist religiosity,
ritualistic religiosity, hybrid religiosity, epistemological religiosity, and emotional
religiosity, showed that multiple discourses of Religious narratives have been created in the
space of cultural geography of Instagram and the representation of religiosity, which in real
space is dominated by the dominant discourse of religious culture, has been freed from the
dominance of this space in Instagram and has turned into various discourses in informal
relationships that Each discourse has also created its own style of religiosity. This
multiplicity in religious styles indicates the existence of diversity of religious groups in the
society, which Berger also believes that the diversity and plurality of social groups and
perceptions and readings are not only debilitating, but also show Given that religion has the
capacity to be accepted by different social groups and continues to play an effective role in
the religious and moral behavior of activists as one of the basic components in the cultural
geography of any society. According to Berger, this value pluralism in religion gives the
position of religion more power than in the past. In addition, Lakman refers to the invisible
religion, which originates from non-specialized institutions, along with the three types of
existing religions and the religiosity arising from them.

Conclusion

The influence of virtual space as a place and geographical space had an impact on the types
of religiosity and religious perceptions of users. And each person represented a type of
religiosity in the soft cities of the virtual space based on the accumulations of the space
around him and the environmental perceptions in the religious market presented in the space
of cultural geography of Instagram. The emphasis on rituals in the culture of religiosity and
dimensions of religiosity could represent a type of ritualistic religiosity. Along with this type
of religiosity, traditionalist religiosity was also observed, which is supported by the official
discourse of religiosity in the society. Rational religiosity, self-referential religiosity,
epistemic religiosity, mystical religiosity, mixed religiosity, emotional religiosity, and
fundamentalist religiosity were other types of religiosity that showed that religious culture
and religious behavior found multiple and diverse representations in cyberspace. They
represent the plurality of religious values and beliefs in social groups. In this research, the
profound effects of the geography of virtual space on religious culture were visible.
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