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Ancient cities have always possessed inherent distinctions from
contemporary cities, which are evident in their physical structures and
overall layouts, allowing them to be easily differentiated from their
modern counterparts. These distinctions, influenced by economic,
political, cultural, and social conditions, have resulted in varying degrees
of change in the urban structure and have given rise to two types of urban
growth. Organic growth is characterized by a continuous and coherent
expansion that prioritizes form in relation to function, in stark contrast to
the fragmented and discrete nature of global cities in the modern era. This
study seeks to address whether it is feasible to apply the characteristics
and developmental patterns of ancient cities in today's world by
examining the evolution of urban form throughout history up to the
present day. Alternatively, can a favorable outcome be achieved by
integrating certain characteristics of ancient cities into contemporary
urban environments? Based on this objective, the study explores the
evolution of urban form across three historical periods - pre-Islamic, post-
Islamic, and the modern era - with a particular focus on the establishment
of governmental centers in the central desert of Iran. The comparative
method of induction is employed to discuss the subject matter in line with
the research assumptions. The findings indicate that the first and second
hypotheses have yielded more significant results in a greater number of
unsuccessful experiments. Conversely, the third hypothesis has been more
successful in a wider range of experiments with diverse outcomes.
Moreover, considering the success rate of 0.100 and the absence of
unsuccessful experiences for the Kerman experiment, it can be argued that
this hypothesis is relatively superior and preferable for assessing the
success rate of related projects.
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Introduction

Among the urban elements, governmental centers are of great importance in city
management and have security considerations that cannot be overlooked. In traditional urban
planning, these centers had a dominant and centralized presence in cities. However, historical
developments and various changes have led them to align with the tripartite powers
influenced by contemporary political conditions and concepts, as well as conforming to the
new functional forms of cities. As a result, they have gradually become scattered throughout
the cities. The form and structure of a city depend on its function. Thus, changes in economic,
political, cultural, social, and functional features over time have resulted in transformations
in the structure and form of the city. This has led to a structural evolution in the history of
urban form. Throughout this urban evolution, changes in elements and their deployment
methods have always accompanied the performance-oriented approach. It is crucial to pay
attention to this issue during periods of transition and change because improper deployment
can lead to costly and sometimes irreparable damages. Given their significant administrative
roles and sensitive security positions, governmental centers require careful consideration.
Therefore, this project aims to examine the factors influencing the evolution of the urban
form pattern and the deployment of governmental centers from the past to the present. Three
historical periods, namely the pre-Islamic era, the post-Islamic era, and the modern era, will
be explored. Additionally, the evolution of urban form patterns and the deployment of
governmental centers in desert fringe cities will be investigated as a case study. This study
aims to provide a strategic model for establishing governmental centers in desert fringe
cities.

Material and Methods

Based on the research assumptions, the research method has been selected.

-First Hypothesis

Hypothesis: The evolution of the urban form pattern and the deployment of governmental
centers from the past to the present have been influenced by economic, political, cultural,
and social conditions, as well as fundamental changes and advancements in economic,
political, and cultural conditions, etc., as a driving force in historical transitions before Islam,
after Islam, and the modern era. To examine the evolution of the urban form pattern and the
deployment of governmental centers from the past to the present, and to investigate the
adherence of the urban form pattern to economic, political, cultural, and climatic conditions,
etc., a qualitative analytical method with an explanatory approach will be used.

-Second Hypothesis

Hypothesis: The evolution of the deployment pattern of governmental centers has always
been influenced by the urban form and aligned with the city's functionality.

To examine the impact of the evolution of the urban form pattern on the deployment of
governmental centers using existing documents, a qualitative analytical method with an
explanatory approach will be used.
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-Third Hypothesis

Hypothesis: It seems that by examining the evolution of the deployment pattern of
governmental centers in desert fringe cities from the past to the present, a strategic model for
establishing these centers can be achieved. To examine the evolution of the deployment
pattern of governmental centers in desert fringe cities from the past to the present and
formulate a strategic model for establishing these centers using existing documents, a
qualitative analytical method with an explanatory approach will be used.

Results and Discussion

By comparing the evolution of urban form patterns and the deployment of governmental
centers in desert fringe cities, we have observed a somewhat similar trend. The changes that
occurred in the historical transitions before Islam, after Islam, and during the modern era in
urban form patterns and the deployment of governmental centers were influenced by
political, economic, and cultural conditions, among others, of those times. In a way, these
changes were able to produce almost identical effects in the urban form patterns and the
deployment of governmental centers in these cities. On the other hand, we have organized
our examination of the evolution of urban form and the deployment of governmental centers
in Iran under the title of three urban form theories. This alignment was done to highlight the
similar influence of prevailing political, economic, and cultural conditions on the structure
of these cities. Additionally, the relatively similar geographical and climatic conditions of
these cities have had a direct impact on their structure and fabric until modern times. Through
studying the urban form of desert fringe cities, we have observed three historical transitions
in the form and pattern of urban shape. These transitions were driven by various factors that
led to significant changes in political, economic, and cultural structures. These driving forces
can be traced back to two major historical currents in our country's history: the arrival of
Islam and the onset of modernity. Each of these currents, in turn, transformed the urban form
patterns and brought about new models.

Conclusion

The results showed that firstly, the Kerman Governorate project with a score of 0.100 was
able to successfully address the proposed strategic plan and research hypotheses. In contrast,
the Kashan and Naein Governorate projects with a score of 0.23 have also been successful.
On the other hand, the Isfahan Governorate project with a score of 0.42 can be considered
somewhat successful. Regarding the administrative center projects in Bam and Yazd
Governorates, with a score of 0.33, these two projects can be relatively considered
unsuccessful. Secondly, the above results indicate that by comparing the percentage of
hypothetical research scores in examining their realization in existing experiences, it can be
concluded that the first and second hypotheses have been more successful in unsuccessful
experiences, while the third hypothesis has been more vividly successful in successful
experiences. Furthermore, since the realization rate of the third hypothesis in the successful
experience of Kerman was 0.100 and 0 in unsuccessful experiences, perhaps this hypothesis
can be considered relatively superior and preferable for evaluating the success of the relevant
projects.
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