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Rare Optatives in Shahnameh 

Mohammad Hasan Jalalian Chaleshtari 

Abstract 

Although many years have passed since its inception, the critical correction of 

Shahnameh, as one of the greatest literary and epic works of Iran and the world, 

has a long way to go. The vast volume of this great work and the wide variety of 

the issues presented in it, alongside its language antiquity, require that in order to 

reach as close as possible to the poet’s original creation, all the stories, verses and 

words of it be reviewed and reexamined and scholars with various specialties and 

approaches comment on its various aspects. From the grammatical pint of view, 

this article discusses some verses from different parts of Shahnameh. The 

commonality of these verses is in their optative verbs. In the first part, the pronoun-

constructed verbs of Shahnameh are discussed. The second part introduces a rare 

verb construction in which the optative morpheme of the third person singular is 

‘iyi’. The last part is about the optative form of bāyistan “have to, must” which 

requires an enclitic pronoun complement in some of its constructions. These parts 

were studied and analyzed by measuring the recordings of the manuscripts and by 

analyzing the previous readings. In the case of pronoun-constructed verbs, the 

form ending in ‘ti’ was suggested everywhere, and in the other two cases, based 

on the manuscript recordings and relying on grammatical points, the correctness 

of the readings presented before the publication by Khaleghi Motlagh, was 

emphasized. 

Keywords: Shahnameh, optative, pronoun-constructed verbs, bāyistan. 
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 ----- ----- ---- ----- ----- ت يازاردين ف

 ىىبود فرستادن يدادئ يييازردين يىينپرورد از  ىىازردين ل

 يبودت يفرستادن يدادت يازردتين ينپروردت از يازاردين س

 يبودت يفرستادت يدادئ ----- ----- ازرده بود ازين لن

 ز نو يبود يفرستادت ييداد ىىازردين ىىىنبردو ازردۀ ازين ق

 ييبوذ يفرستاذن يييداذ ----- ----- ىېىازردين ژس

 ييبود فرستادۀ آن  يداد ب يييازردين ييينپرورد ندارد ک

 يبود يىىفرستاد يىىداد يازردين ينپرورد ييازردين 2ق
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 ييبود فرستادۀ ييداد يييازردين ييينپرورد از يازردين 3ل

 يبودت يفرستادت  يدادت يازردتين ينپروردت ازردۀ ازين يل

 ىېىبوذ يفرستاد ىېىداد ----- ----- از ييازاردين پ

 ىىىبود ييفرستاد ييداد يييازردين ييينپرورد از يازردين و

 يبوذت يفرستاذت يداذت يازردتين ينپروردت ازردۀ از ين 2پ

 ييبود فرستادۀ يدادئ ----- ----- تيازاردين 2لن

 يخاتون بد فرستادۀ اندر يداد يييازردين ييينپرورد ازردۀ ازين آ

 يخواتون بد فرستادۀ يدادئ يييازردين ييينپرورد ندارد 2ل

 ييبود يفرستاد ن زمانيا يداد يييازردين ييينپرورد ييازارين ب

 ييبود يفرستادت ييداد يازردتين ينپروردت او را يازردين 2س

 ييبود فرستادۀ يدادئ ----- ----- يازردتين سعدلو
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iyiۀـ /ۀ
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iyi

ېٻستىبا
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ېٻستىبا

/šâyestiyi bâyestiyi
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5. Lectio difficilior potior/ Lectio difficilior praeferenda est 

6. Utrum in alterum abiturum erat  
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Add, 21. 103

H. 1479
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Or. 494

Suppl. Pers. 493

494Suppl. Pers. 

Ms. Pers. 188

Ms. Pers. C. 4.

4255o 2Or. 
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