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The molecular detection of the causative agent of plague on the basis
of the pla gene
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Abstract. Yersinia pestis, a gram-negative rod belonging to the Enterobacteriaceae family, is the causative agent of

plague. Classical methods of detecting the organisms are time-consuming, expensive and dangerous. The aim of the
study was to design a Real-time PCR assay on the basis of the pla gene of Yersinia pestis. In this research the Real-
time PCR test was optimized by using special primers for targeting pla gene. After preparing 10-fold serial dilutions of
the pla and their analysis by the assay, the last dilution showing a fluorescent signal was confirmed as the limit of
detection (LOD). A standard curve based on the Ct values was depicted, so the assay was developed to quantify the
target gene. The analytical specificity was determined by subjecting the genome of some control negative bacteria to the
assay. In this experiment, negative control genomes did not show detectable signals in the assay. The last dilution of pla
plasmid which showed a fluorescent signal was 4.5 fg. So, the lower detectable copy numbers of the gene in a 20 pl
PCR reaction was calculated as 1x10°.

Keywords. control negative, Real- time PCR, specificity, standard curve, Yersinia pestis

Received 11.02.2019/ Revised 16.04.2019/ Accepted 13.05.2019/ Published 10.01.2020 WA/ /X 0 Ll /VFRA/ S Y/YY 2 5 s YA/ A /T Sl /A YR/ NN/ il )

374/vv¥


mailto:k.kabiri@iau-tnb.ac.ir
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/nbr.6.4.374
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24236330.1398.6.4.10.1
https://ndea10.khu.ac.ir/nbr/article-1-3084-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ndeal0.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-13 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24236330.1398.6.4.10.1]

[ DOI: 10.29252/nbr.6.4.374 ]

Kabiri and Majidzadeh. Molecular detection of causative agent of plague

2o b ablite (Sogl b S (1L loys cnlp odle
ol San (Sl Gladiged b 5 dame ;0 S92 50 Slas S
OMSio 098 citS laors [0 Bad pedlS g Ko 0y Ailo
Ol e Spe YL (e boolyen i Liwny ciS
il Sl @ (AT Sl g, a5l e s 52
ST 5 0l 5l (008 ey Do (J9Sge (sla g S oy
obgy 3 eslil baijls e @V CoolaiSl 5 Conlis
"o Lty b sl GLSL gt e o 550 o
2 5ed gwyp Olejer jsb ar ) wised ool sl ()l
So 0 Golem Syl JPS g Al ey am
G i slaghy, (b inlply g0 Vb Coxex
M55 @V Soeal Sl eecilElgSee (nl lobid
Wilmoth et al., 1996; Lindler et al., 2001; ) <l
(O’Hara, 2005; Riehm et al., 2011
4 PPCPL (glaxl sadly Lo 50 uilSlg e
w85 5 ol 9y PlA s leny 5 o5 el 5 KD Jsbo
s 5 JLail ;o 5 Col (giandly ouiss” Jld pla oy ol
plod 5o Lpamio 5 cel Lls (6550 (285 Gle slodsbo &
sy s Gadls )3 050 352y e b slady g

sy ool o ein by IS5 aid oz
5 e YOPT gyihn Lcrv. enf3 ypo2088 ale> ;l (soaxie

ol Comolaizl jl 5eShe glagyy (elad Lol el asdly JolSS
S i goaend 59, 2 (585 18 Lol g o9
999 Sl 9 BG5S 958l L p b s Lo - (3

bl el pasis glp IS Bae Cyz e elS e
S g 009 jlo e Vv Coolasl jipla s Lol wloos

Perry et al., ) coul saiis 5,155 o Laseis duwe) ;0 03
51 (1999; Tomaso et al., 2003; Stewart et al., 2008
Real-Time PCR g, >,k « idgh ol 5l Boa g, ol
L 655k o Pla o Gds 5 e aeid Cux

o g, g olge
B4 9o poi 5

5ely il 5l Gty L n (655 g5 caddllae (nl o
6L golia ad el Cote SRS olsie 4 g agd ol
B e B e
s ay (Son pe J50S slog St el oal S5 Jooo
BHI  (Merck) Lse o oyl lowl cplpls wise ojlidgd
5 g dad eols s BHI Agar (Merck) o .. Broth

Ogelb Jele (JoSIge pandiis odljouze 5 65

do o

Sl hie )5 el (Yersinia pestis) ciwy Loy
g Olis hos bly oelely a5 ol anl 35Syl o
9195T ity yo) ol w4 Jg el o050 g oy
Rollins etal., 2003; Sergueev ) ss,5 o puwdi uadlgboe
b el 6 low ol qnslSls e ol (et AL, 2010
Jitin G925 Sy giF S5 355 sk 5l Ygens 5 an
3egdl Jaog 5T Baybo 5l g s, oy, 4 Jlactl 1 e 09 o0
Osell SLSU gord 4 e g 098 o0 Jie Gludl 4y L]
b e sy osell @Ml Sl Jlaxol a5 00 5 oo 552,
Perry et al., 1999; Engelthaler et al., ) <l j5, aw
(1999; Woron et al., 2006; Tomaso et al., 2006
5 5l 5 Ui 31 el 3l 51 5,k o 96l (5o
4 ol 55 olpl )0 g d9d e saslie Seessl &g
25 SIS ol sl 2lae 23 Geells 4l lge
“Jle alsls o olpl jo eelb (65 Ty oyl NAEE Ll o
et ol g liws S s s VAFY-VAPP Gl
Tomaso et al., 2006; Azizi & Azizi, ) cowl ooy sonlin
5 JysS S el » (2010; Riehm et al.,, 2011

Jolse A a0 5L Gl beglen xS
Ol 05,5 (nl pe Sleogas 5l aS ol )8 pans g s
9o 50 9290 S Gosb 5l Gludl 4 pludl el Jlissl 4
bl Ll 5 ags Ssges e 5 S e Vb 25 (Juos D)
Lo poe g ojlulinl slacsgn (1 4 Cuglie
4 odd e 655U nl og Syl o5 oLl ST
sl s gyl slaolRisle;l jo L o] casS 5 (gjlulos
Woron et al., 2006; Kenny et al., ) 5,.5 & 50 ¥ s
.(2008; Sergueev et al., 2010; Riehm et al., 2011
$loces wile 6,5l ol SedlS miis slogbs,
S5 eeolaBl jlg 25 4y Comles (Sh5lg e liorDa
Sty e Sby) g5z Gl 45 sl 0yd 5 (g5l
9 75 S8y sl (65h WS 0l s 4 9 935 (o0 Dgae
Lo 5o 1) Gty Ly a5 alfon ol 1S5 LG L8
TF oo a5 aST (60 07 L ol jor ol 5 il a0 YV
S 5l ol ln jeS % Ll wams o )13 el
O (rlply el celie (b5 50 4295 3550 5 15 Lo
SUZUKi ) 558 saaliv losw ;o0 15 g, SU ple ol ol
et al., 1997; Leal & Almeida, 1999; Tomaso et al.,

2007; Perry et al., 1999; Schofield et al., 2009;
(Filippov et al., 2011

375/¥v


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/nbr.6.4.374
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24236330.1398.6.4.10.1
https://ndea10.khu.ac.ir/nbr/article-1-3084-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ndeal0.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-13 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24236330.1398.6.4.10.1]

[ DOI: 10.29252/nbr.6.4.374 ]

Nova Biologica Reperta 6(4): 374-381 (2020)

23,5 3 )lg o lailinl Sove 4 g pe Dladais deli 0 5 dloe
masens olass o lailiul s 5l eolainl b o ymaSTy plesl 51 g
2% LS b)) Cez 2l e Gbld, L S e
99 )| o W) d)tho‘) VMLA.M? uuj‘j )l J..al? Cul.u OO
b STy 539 2S5 5 gt Jhp o) Touome asin

D5 (g 0l 83 Ll o8 il

Real-time PCR oS1g ow L

5 OATS Cd ey L p Pl 5 aalllas ol o
35% 05 slr can 9 Lysln s S QL (oS e
e Jolis 5S35 o smie & jgo 4y 2S5 il 0l b
oles ARN e saalie Cycle a8l jg=e g ARN (5550
5 Cawl uaSTly 5l alaxd o o sader LK Gl saiao
Slloges ;o ams o plid 1) iS5 sleas > slaws Cycle
oS Sl Glaz > el 4z > ol sbiw] > b CT iy
Oley cnl 50 sl Bl 4l w5l 4z ol Gyl e
Olyee g wiladly aoli8l 35 o> a4 2uSTy sl sSidunl slows
A alsl a5 2 L Pl o iS5 Soxie 09 g0 8L ) i y3ld
ol plol gaie S lgie 4 gaie
pla-Real- time PCR _g51q

Reverse- 4 Forward -pla-real sl ,ol, ;5 solizl b
» Real- time PCR ::515 P- pla-real s, 5 pla-real
ssboles ab plil aie J2S sl xSl Segss DNA (g,
PTZ57RIT-pla (5 lais cowl sais sols Las ¥ IS jo0 a5
5392 735 BB 595 e slaeal L

by S, (arsis s> (p5pS 9 Culas end Cu
A ags Voo nglul clale L pTZS7RIT- pla o3 5 (4 o0)
S lailiwl g uiSS Lloged O g0 90 A Camwlus patd Hlogel
el 00l ool lis Fo Visla S )0 oS cowl ovalive b3
pla-Real- time PCR 5 ;555 sla s uiSS jloges (o
310 lasbinl Jloges .l oads ooly isled calizs slacdale o
6W‘°MWC‘TJ5&|)W90T6QW)W
ey s e slis By o o ) 5 sl oS oo
bl L CT oS sas oo oLis CT o sl 35T s sl
el a8l 28 CT e clale 2lS b g o)ls oS ala
Quantity ow,y ,o ol oas ools Hlad § S j0 a5 jebylen

YA TYEYAY F 5Lt & alz ) pole 58 g sloazily

SIS wilbes S o el VY Do 4 ol 5 il 4z o YV sl
Mini cuS 5l e J S slas x5S poss 2l Sl Cgz 2iad
o ooliiwl s Kit (k-31111, K-3112) Extraction
oo g miln 2k

Olyie 4 csl i3 5 )13 PPCPL aedly 59, » 45 PlA (5
5 a5 NCBI colos 51,553 o5 slacdal 5 .aus 57 ol Gus
9 L;’>‘)Ja Allele 1D7 )‘)5‘ ey )| oolaiul la <92 9 l.(bj.o.»‘).:
Ky b cgp ab aSle g9z oS pen S50 by
5, 95" sll o 6-carboxyfluorescein (FAM) i )18
5" skl o Black Hole Quencher (BHQK) suxis gl
O Jgaz) 0o 5 g laFailis
Real-Time PCR oS

Ut comiam b sl 5 Ban glag) (b))l S
Real-Time  zSly« )l> asl g (2S1y szl cdale o5L
,» Applied Biosystems™ b A slacsss,See 0 PCR
b5 5T 5 iS5 legan ssb 5,8 el Yo il
Applied ) 7500 Fast Real-Time PCR olKiws lawg
ol o Yeoopl Sty S slxl (Biosystems, ABI
(NTPs 4 3L Taq 3! :JeLz) Premix Ex Taq (2X)
QOepmol/uly Cyp g (e 5 sl el ROX (25X)
aod (A NQluD) e J 2S5 hte J5uS slacs 251 DNA
b ite J8 lsie 4 Voopl STy S uizen y0 S
o3l o ags Bas DNA l> w00l ojgs ol 5 oolau
s wlul 5 as > - sl Real-Time PCR sty sleo
b sl Ve Soe 4 o5 ool ax 0 A0 addl clyls
Job glos @l Ve e 4 ol 5 il a0 FO O La!
290,8 adais Al Ve Dol a0l 5 il am 0 £ ol
SR

GASly dojpelyy Coslaizl o (Shy 2Ll e
5 i JysS sles,isL DNA,, » Real-Time PCR
5 wlod aelip (Y Jsoz) o pll (A+ NQ/ub) coze J s
035 4 398 Ll b Gllae 25Ty (sl

QAP 8> (S et (6l Sl STy plonl
Sl iyl 5 09 0 ovaline ;IS5 oS (B) BT
Sloalatul b e g Vo' VT b slacd, w0 5 e
QO Cabur iz gl STy .00 5 s laadale lioeSy
@lod 4l 5 STy izl b Bl &8 o lp (26 4w S0
e oy ol Re@l-time PCR STy jo ol ags 369
ab &8, sl 0 5 (oS dlaw awis a0 sl

376/Yv#


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/nbr.6.4.374
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.24236330.1398.6.4.10.1
https://ndea10.khu.ac.ir/nbr/article-1-3084-fa.html

[ Downloaded from ndeal0.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-13 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.24236330.1398.6.4.10.1]

[ DOI: 10.29252/nbr.6.4.374 ]

Kabiri and Majidzadeh. Molecular detection of causative agent of plague

05l Jole JsS5o aieis ooliinme s 5

Table 1. The list of primers and probes used.

<9 9 roiln b ol (5 ->3Y)
F-pla-real GCTCACGTTATTATGGTAC
R-pla -real TCTCCACTATTCTTATCAATG
P-pla -real ATTAACGCTGGATATTATGTCACACCT

olais] o Sy odd oolaiul gl xSl ] —TJgJ—'f
Table 2. The list of bacteria used for specificity assay.

el 9,50 U Qg 0)lod
Shigella sonnei ATCC 9290
Klebsiella pneumoniae ATCC 7881
Escherichia coli ATCC 25922
Bacillus subtilis ATCC 6051
Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 25923
Enterococcus faecalis ATCC 29212
Yersinia enterocolitica PTCC 1480
Yersinia pseudotuberculosis ATCC 29833
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