[ Downloaded from ndeal0.khu.ac.ir on 2025-11-17 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882/serd.14.51.6 ]

Space Economy and Rural Development

Online ISSN: 2588-476x
Homepage: https://khu.ac.ir

Rural Development Depends on Analyzing the Impact of Economic
Survival and Social Entrepreneurship on Rural Regeneration (a Case Study
on the Villages of Urmia)

Muslim Soleimanpour ™12 | Reza Norouzi Ajirloo ?

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Business Administration, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
m.soleymanpor@pnu.ac.ir
2. Department of Business Administration, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: rezanorouzi20@pnu.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Qrticle ;yget:_ | Objective: In recent years, one of the key issues in the development of rural areas is the
esearch Article

significant decline in population and economic challenges. Rural regeneration can lead
Article history: to economic growth and increase community participation and social cohesion by
Received 23 September 2024 promoting local businesses, attracting investment and creating jobs. . Economic survival
Received in revised form 24 and social entrepreneurship can facilitate this as two important influencing factors.
January 2025 . . L . . e .
Accepted 10 May 2025 Methods: In this research, which is categorized as applied and descriptive correlational
Published online 22 September  type research, a questionnaire was used to collect data. The statistical population of the
2025 study included villagers and village councils and rural entrepreneurship experts with

experience in the field of social entrepreneurship from 124 selected villages of

Bakshlochai, Turkman and Bash Qala villages in the central part of Urmia city and 180
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P P SMART software) and the results were used to test the model and verify the hypotheses.

Results: The results show that there is a direct and significant relationship between the
components of economic survival (economic, social and environmental factors) and rural
regeneration (B=0.586) and between social entrepreneurship and rural regeneration
(B=0.397) at 0.001 level of significance.

Conclusions: In conclusion, this research highlights the importance of economic survival
and social entrepreneurship for the growth and development of rural regeneration, and
the impact of social entrepreneurship and economic survival on rural areas can be seen
in various dimensions, including job creation, social participation and sustainable
development. With proper training and support to rural households, villagers' income
from such investments can be significantly increased, which will lead to an increase in
village regeneration indicators.
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Introduction

Rural areas often have higher poverty rates than urban areas. By investing in rural development,
governments can create employment opportunities, improve access to basic services and
provide financial support to rural communities to reduce poverty and improve the standard of
living of rural residents (Fullerton, 2015, p. 68). Rural entrepreneurship plays an important role
in reducing poverty, migration and expanding employment opportunities in rural communities.
It is considered an important tool for achieving sustainable rural development and has become
a fundamental strategy in the development or evolutionary process to achieve positive economic
and social impact (Muhmode, 2021, p. 135). Rural entrepreneurship is defined as the main force
of economic development in villages and the creation of positive change, innovation and
production services and is an important activity that seeks to solve many challenges such as
unemployment, poverty and lack of economic diversity in rural areas and to have a positive
impact on other aspects of human life of villagers (Ansari, 2012, p. 26). Rural social
entrepreneurship is one of the foundations for the socio-economic development of rural areas
(Ahrari et al., 2018, p. 494). Prioritizing the support of small-scale farms is very important
because they significantly contribute to the resilience and sustainability of the agricultural
sector (Veéveris et al., 2019, p. 110). Rural regeneration can promote economic growth by
encouraging local businesses, attracting investment and creating jobs. Revitalizing the rural
economy can lead to higher productivity and innovation. Considering the importance and
significance of rural regeneration and considering the variables of sustainability or economic
survival and social entrepreneurship and their role in rural development, the importance of the
present research is emphasized. Based on the researcher's studies, no research has been recorded
on the variables of the research and the current research gap is strongly felt, so the literature of
the current research can be a basis for the development of the next research. Therefore, in this
research, we want to express the relationship between economic survival and social
entrepreneurship and its impact on rural regeneration.

Methods

The present study is a correlative-correlative method of analysis based on structural equation
modeling and applied according to the purpose. In order to test the hypotheses put forward, a
quantitative research method was chosen to enable researchers to better understand the
relationships between variables using general statistical data (Pashaei and Golmohammadi,
2002). Data collection was conducted in the field. The statistical population of the study
consisted of 124 selected villages of Bakshlochai, Turkman and Bash Qala villages in the
central part of Urmia city with a total of 15,011 households and a population of 54,743 people
according to the 2015 census, including 180 people from villagers and village councils and rural
entrepreneurship experts who had experience in social entrepreneurship and village renewal
and were selected according to the available sampling method.

Results

First, this research found the positive effect of social entrepreneurship on rural regeneration.
This finding is consistent with the studies of Gospodinova (2023), who found that social
entrepreneurship can improve the economy by educating people and providing them with skills.
Ricket et al. (2023) concluded that social entrepreneurship is associated with the use of social
capital and the involvement of local universities, which strengthens the collaboration between
economic and social development efforts, indicating the positive impact of social
entrepreneurship. Continuing the research, he found the positive effect of economic survival on
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rural regeneration. This finding is consistent with the studies of Navartil et al. One of the most
important dimensions of economic survival is economic factors that play an effective role in
rural regeneration; lack of economic opportunities and good financial behavior of rural dwellers
remain the major challenges. A study in Uganda has shown that economic factors such as
education, owning a business and attending financial literacy training have a positive impact on
the financial literacy of rural women and that improving access to economic opportunities and
promoting good financial behavior can empower women. In summary, economic factors such
as financial development and economic opportunities are very important for rural regeneration.
Policymakers should consider these factors and their complex interactions when designing
strategies to promote sustainable development in rural areas.

Conclusion

The findings on the impact of social entrepreneurship on rural regeneration show that each
dimension of social entrepreneurship has an impact on rural regeneration and that, beyond
economic benefits, social entrepreneurship strengthens community development and social
capital, which is crucial for sustainable rural regeneration. Social entrepreneurship encourages
community participation by involving local residents in decision-making processes. This
participatory approach empowers people and encourages them to take ownership of local issues.
Social entrepreneurship can stimulate economic activity and diversify the rural economy. This
is particularly important in rural areas that are heavily dependent on a single economic sector
such as agriculture or tourism. By promoting economic development, empowering
communities and encouraging sustainable practices, social enterprises can effectively address
the unique aspects of rural areas. In terms of the impact of economic survival on rural
regeneration, it can be said that economic survival in rural areas often depends on diversity.
The traditional reliance on agriculture is significantly complemented by other sectors such as
tourism, renewable energy and technology. In short, the economic viability of rural areas is an
essential component of successful rural regeneration efforts. It is suggested that decision makers
with the goal of rural regeneration in rural areas pay particular attention to this issue, as rural
communities can be flexible by focusing on sustainable agricultural practices, promoting
diversity through tourism and alternative agriculture, and investing in long-term projects. By
increasing their adaptability and ensuring sustainable development, as well as focusing on youth
retention, social participation, cultural appreciation and knowledge transfer, rural areas can
overcome the challenges of lack of development and regeneration in rural areas and pave the
way for revitalization.

Keywords: Rural Regeneration, Economic Survival, Social Entrepreneurship.
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