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Objective: To investigate the consequences of the common agricultural policy of the
European Union on the spatial-economic development of rural areas since 1962, with the
aim of a deeper understanding of its effects on the economic, social, and spatial structure
of these areas.

Methods: This study was conducted with a qualitative approach and document analysis
method. The theoretical framework of the research is based on the theory of integrated
spatial development with a focus on the approach of sustainable agricultural and rural
development, which seeks to balance the economic, social, and environmental
dimensions of rural development.

Results: Numerous reforms in the common agricultural policy have created significant
changes in agricultural spatial patterns, the economic structure of villages, and population
distribution. This policy has played an important role in the spatial-economic
reorganization of rural areas, but challenges such as regional inequalities and rural
migration still remain. On the one hand, it has helped to improve agricultural productivity,
protect the environment, and strengthen infrastructure, but on the other hand, the unequal
distribution of subsidies and excessive focus on production in some areas have
exacerbated regional inequalities.

Conclusions: This research emphasizes the necessity of adopting an integrated and
balanced approach in rural development policy-making. Challenges such as climate
change and global competition have increased the need to review this policy. Greater
attention to innovation, digitization of agriculture, and strengthening of local value chains
is necessary to increase the economic resilience of rural areas. The Common Agricultural
Policy, despite its significant achievements, needs continuous reforms to adapt to
changing circumstances.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

This study aims to examine the impacts of the European Union's Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) on the spatial-economic development of rural areas since its establishment in 1962. The
research seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of how CAP reforms have shaped the
economic, social, and spatial structures of rural regions across the EU, analyzing both intended
and unintended consequences of this policy.

Methods

The study employs a qualitative approach using document analysis to examine relevant policy
documents, academic literature, and evaluation reports related to the CAP and its effects. The
theoretical framework is based on the integrated spatial development theory, focusing on the
sustainable agricultural and rural development approach. This framework emphasizes the
importance of balancing economic, social, and environmental dimensions of rural development.
The research synthesizes findings from multiple sources to identify key trends, challenges, and
opportunities arising from the CAP's implementation.

Results

The analysis reveals that multiple reforms of the CAP have led to significant changes in
agricultural spatial patterns, economic structures of rural areas, and population distribution in
rural regions. The policy has played a crucial role in the spatial-economic reconfiguration of
rural areas through its influence on land use patterns, diversification of rural economies, and
creation of new employment opportunities. The CAP has contributed to improving agricultural
productivity, environmental protection, and strengthening rural infrastructure. Efforts have
been made to support small-scale farmers and promote sustainable farming practices.
However, the study also identifies persistent challenges. Regional inequalities and rural out-
migration remain significant issues in many areas. The uneven distribution of subsidies and
excessive focus on production in certain regions have exacerbated regional disparities. The
research highlights the complex and sometimes contradictory effects of the CAP, where policies
aimed at increasing agricultural efficiency have sometimes conflicted with goals of maintaining
rural populations and preserving traditional farming landscapes.

Furthermore, the study finds that the CAP's impact varies considerably across different regions
of the EU, reflecting the diverse geographical, economic, and social contexts of rural areas. The
policy's effectiveness in addressing new challenges such as climate change, pressure on natural
resources, and global competition in agricultural markets has been questioned, suggesting the
need for further policy adaptations.

Conclusion

The research emphasizes the necessity of adopting an integrated and balanced approach in rural
development policymaking to address the diverse needs of rural areas and contribute to their
sustainable and equitable development. It concludes that while the CAP has achieved
significant progress in many areas, it requires ongoing reforms to better align with changing
economic, social, and environmental conditions. The study recommends increased focus on
innovation, digitalization of agriculture, and strengthening local value chains to enhance the
economic resilience of rural areas. Additionally, it suggests that future CAP reforms should
place greater emphasis on addressing regional disparities, supporting small and medium-sized
farms, and integrating more robust environmental sustainability measures. The findings
underscore the importance of flexible, place-based approaches in rural development policies to
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effectively respond to the diverse challenges and opportunities facing EU rural areas in the 21st
century.
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